
WAC 110-300E-0001  Authority.  (1) Chapter 43.216 RCW establishes 
the responsibility and authority for the department of children, 
youth, and families to set and enforce licensing requirements and 
standards for licensed child care agencies in Washington state, in-
cluding the authority to adopt rules to implement chapter 43.216 RCW.

(2) Pursuant to section 28, chapter 304, Laws of 2021:
(a) The department must establish a licensed outdoor nature-based 

child care program.
(b) The department must adopt rules to implement the outdoor na-

ture-based child care program and may waive or adapt licensing re-
quirements when necessary to allow for the operation of outdoor class-
rooms in Washington state.

(c) The department must apply the early achievers program to the 
outdoor nature-based child care program to assess quality in outdoor 
learning environments and may waive or adapt early achievers require-
ments when necessary to allow for the operation of outdoor classrooms.

(d) A child care or early learning program operated by a federal-
ly recognized tribe may participate in the outdoor nature-based child 
care program through an interlocal agreement between the tribe and the 
department. The interlocal agreement must reflect the government-to-
government relationship between the state and the tribe, including 
recognition of tribal sovereignty.

(3) Pursuant to RCW 43.216.250 (2)(b), the provisions of this 
chapter governing the physical facility, including buildings and other 
physical structures attached to buildings and premises, do not apply 
to licensed school-age programs that operate in facilities used by 
public or private schools. The department regulates only health, safe-
ty, and quality standards that do not relate to the physical facility 
for programs operating in facilities used by public or private 
schools.
[Statutory Authority: 2021 c 304 § 28. WSR 21-24-011, § 110-300E-0001, 
filed 11/18/21, effective 12/19/21.]
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